
2016/2017 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

My first thoughts are "Oh what a year" this last year has been packed with 

Projects Neighbourhood Plans Official meetings and of course Invitations. I must 

thank my husband for his devoted support in all I do He was in and out of hospital 

in October November and December so I was dashing from the hospital back to 

meetings in the evenings still we got through it thank goodness. My thanks also 

go to my fellow Councillors for their support over the last year especially as we 

have had some very difficult decisions to make. Our Caretakers at the Parish Hall 

are so professional in what they do are well liked by the public and I am very 

grateful for their support. The office is running brilliantly and Jan has produced 

some new forms for the easier running of certain aspects of the Office and I thank 

her most sincerely. Sheena is my rock and she has guided me through some very 

rocky times professionally and I cannot thank her enough she is a great asset to 

this Council especially as this next year will be very busy. I thank John Handley for 

all the work he has done on behalf of the Parish Council as our Broxtowe Borough 

Councillor and our Nottinghamshire County Councillor and of course on our own 

Parish Council. 

Last Year we had several events first one being the 401s night last May This was 

Excellent lots of people dressed 40s style Johnny Victory was a great entertainer 

he sang all kinds of songs from that era and we could dance to a lot of them. The 

friends of Brinsley Headstocks sold us the refreshments we even had spam 

sandwiches which were eaten a great deal at that time. It was an excellent 

evening. In June we hosted PICNIC IN THE PARK there were stalls and games for 

the children we were entertained by our STREET DANCE GROUP who were 

excellent and so agile. Mr. Ballooney performed in the Circus workshop and 

encouraged everyone to have a try. The weather wasn't that good but we all 

enjoyed ourselves. August again was the time for Activities for young people two 

dates 3 rd and 22 nd August there were professional sports coaches for football, 

snag golf rounders Kwik Cricket. Mr. Balloney entertained the under 8s. these 

were all on the field and inside there was Arts & Crafts of everything you can think 

of. All the children had a free lunch. Both days were wonderful and all the children 

loved it especially the performances of Pinxton Puppets. Thanks Sheena for 

organising both days. 



Of course the crowning Glory is THE LIGHTS SWITCH ON at the end of November. 

Father Christmas is always in attendance and we had the hall full of stalls selling 

their wares. There was a Church Service at Brinsley Church during the Service our 

Community Choir sang for us and then we sang carols at Moorlands Home for the 

residents then back to the hall for Pinxton Puppets and more songs from the 

Choir then to crown the day Councillor Handley pressed the button for the Lights 

with the countdown from the children and parents. This was followed by an 

excellent Firework display. 

We have been so busy with other Council business that we have not had an 

events meeting for some time but be assured we will have one shortly so watch 

this space for events in the near future. 

In July, myself as Chairman and Sheena as Parish Clerk attended the Broxtowe 

Borough Council meeting at Beeston. The main topic being Neighbourhood Plans 

which were widely discussed by all the different Parish Council representatives. 

From this meeting, we realised that Brinsley were miles behind other Parish 

Councils in preparing a plan. This thank goodness has been rectified and with a 

new Chairman of our steering group who is keen to take the plans through we 

are now a lot further ahead. There have been 2 consultations on the proposed 

housing developments and all so what the residents of Brinsley would like to see 

to improve the village and what other facilities they would like and what they 

want to protect. All residents in the village have had forms to complete and send 

to Broxtowe as their preferred site for development. They also have had a form 

regarding the village to fill in so we can see what you would like in the village. The 

last Consultation was Saturday 18th March and a very good turnout of people 

attended with very varied views. We will be analysing your comments shortly and 

these will be put in the Neighbourhood Plan also all forms for Broxtowe will be 

forwarded on to them before the due date. 

Well done Meryl and the rest of the Steering Group for all your hard work. 

I have represented Brinsley Parish Council on numerous events of the last year 

and have enjoyed them all. Picnic in the Park was held to commemorate the 

Queens 90th Birthday and the Parish Council purchased Commemorative Coins to 

present to all the children at our local School and all children under 18 who 

attended different schools but lived in Brinsley and it was my honour to go to the 

School and present each child with a coin. Also we sent two Birthday Cards to the 

Queen that 2 of the children had made for our competition at the Picnic in the 



Park. Some weeks later we received a letter from the Palace and cards with 

the Queens portrait and thank you note. It was again my honour to go to the 

School and present the 2 children with their letters and cards. The Parish 

Council has also got copies. 

An invitation arrived for me to attend the Brinsley & Underwood Beaver 

Awards a lovely occasion and they all made me very welcome it was lovely 

seeing their proud faces as they received their certificates and badges. 

I have attended Broxtowe Borough Council Civic Service by kind invitation by the 

Mayor Councillor Brian Harvey this service was well attended. The Mayor of 

Eastwood Cllr. Keith Longdon held his Civic Service at St. Marys in Eastwood 

which I also attended on behalf of the Parish Council. November 11th I laid a 

Poppy Wreath from the Council at St. James Church Brinsley along with the 

Beavers who had made theirs so very well. 

I was asked by the Retired Persons Club to open their "Open Day" at the 

Parish Hall which I was glad to do and it was a good event they are hoping to 

repeat it next year. 

Music and Movement sent an invitation for their Christmas get together and they 

performed 2 dances for us a great morning with lovely refreshments I really 

enjoyed it. 

Once again, I was asked by Greasley to attend their Christmas Cracker a wet 

evening but it didn't dampen our spirits even when we went outside for the 

Fireworks. This is a very different occasion than our Lights Switch On but very 

enjoyable. 

I will be attending the Mayors Breakfast on the 25th March at the Colin Dyson 

Centre I'm sure this will be marvellous. 

A lot has been going on with regard to repairs the Disabled Access is near 

completion new Fire Doors have been fitted. The Guttering cleaned the Roof 

Repaired and next the Children's play area will be closed for the surface to 

be repaired. 

The Café will be up and running for the Bowling Season and with Jacksdale 

Wanderers using the Green for matches and for social bowling it should be 

successful. Do come and use the Café even if you do not Bowl. 



We have a meeting on Wednesday 22nd March with regard to Eastwood's 

Neighbourhood Plan. I attended a meeting at Eastwood when the Draft Plan was 

presented and there are certain issues with regards to their road proposals which 

will affect Brinsley. Their actual Plan is now complete and under 6 week 

consultation that is why we are holding a meeting to discuss these issues. By the 

time this report of mine is read we will have some idea how our residents feel 

about their plan. 

I attended the Funeral Service of Stan Smith who wrote so many books about 

Brinsley he was a well-loved resident of Brinsley along with his wife Chris. 

The Parish Council at the time some years ago commissioned Stan to do a book 

on the Men who had fallen in the 2 world wars it took a great deal of time and 

research on his part he had almost finished the book when he died but his wife 

Chris finished it off and presented it to this Parish Council for us to publish which 

we will do as soon as we can find a suitable Publisher to our requirements. 

I daresay I have forgotten something and if I have I apologise. 

I have enjoyed this last year although it has been a rocky road and very 

controversial at times. 

Let's us hope this next year will be a really good one and our achievements will 

be outstanding. 

Thank you all very much 

Councillor Mrs. Valerie Wakeling 

Chairman to Brinsley Parish Council 2017 - 2017 


